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Cooley, Ramsey crowned as Marshall celebrates homecoming
By MORGAN WRIGHT

THE PARTHENON
Homecoming day was full
of exciting events for the Herd
country. The “Mardi Gras”
themed parade, new Mr. and
Miss Marshall winners, the unveiling of the new Marco and a
win for the Herd made homecoming a success.
First place for the float competition went to Alpha Xi Delta
and Alpha Sigma Phi. Second
place winners were Pi Kappa

Phi and Alpha Chi Omega. Third
place went to Alpha Phi Omega.
First place for the band competition went to Cabell Midland
High School.
With over 60 floats in this
year’s parade, Student Government Association Chief of Staff
Jordan Wooldridge was pleased
with the outcome of the parade.
“I think homecoming was a
great success,” he said. “I felt
like the parade went smoothly
and the crowd really enjoyed

the theme as well as the variety
of the floats.”
The new Mr. and Miss Marshall crowned during the
halftime show of the football
game were Derek Ramsey and
McKenzie Cooley.
Derek is a senior at Marshall
and was sponsored by Alpha
Sigma Phi.
“Having the opportunity to
hold such an honorable title is
one of the most humbling and
proud moments of my life,”

Ramsey said. “I could not imagine a life without my family at
Marshall, who just continues to
show love time and time again.
This is something I will forever
cherish and never forget.”
McKenzie Cooley is also a senior and was sponsored by the
Center for African American
Students.
“Being crowned Miss Marshall truly topped off my college
career,” Cooley said. “I am
thankful for everyone that has

supported me and I feel blessed
to have this opportunity. I look
forward to representing the
university over the next year.”
The new Marco was revealed during the football
pregame show. This summer,
Herd fans voted on the Marco
makeover and chose the design that most resembled the
original Marco with a friendlier face. The crowd welcomed
the new Marco with open
arms.

The heat didn’t stop the Herd
from pulling out a 34-10 victory
over the Roadrunners of University of Texas at San Antonio.
The Herd now hits the road
for two straight away games
versus Florida Atlantic and
Middle Tennessee. Herd fans
hope to see two more wins before the next home game, Nov.
2, against Southern Mississippi.
Morgan Wright can be
contacted at wright265@
marshall.edu.

OUT WITH THE NEW

Marco returns to classic look after pregame unveiling

BRITANY MILLER | THE PARTHENON

Pumpkin Festival delights
thousands in Milton
By BRITANY MILLER

THE PARTHENON
Thousands gathered in Milton over the weekend for the
West Virginia Pumpkin Festival. The four-day long event
enticed guests from near and
far with a mixture of sights,
sounds, shopping, showcases
and, of course, tastes.
The festival, which began
as a way to help local farmers
with the growth and sales of
pumpkins, celebrated its 28th
year Oct. 3-6 in the 90-acre
lot that now makes up the
West Virginia Pumpkin Park.
With
hundreds
upon
hundreds of locally grown
pumpkins within the gates,
prize-winning giants still stole
the show. Herman Hevener, of
Pendleton County, a fourthyear giant-grower, took home
first prize for the second year
in a row with his 1,005 pound
orange beast. This and other
giants were auctioned to the
highest bidders in an effort to
help fund the festival’s scholarship program.
Attendees enjoyed performances of everything from

country and bluegrass to
gospel and local artists, as
well the Cabell Midland “Red
Hot” Show Choir, both outside and within the park’s
music hall, Thursday through
the festival’s close on Sunday.
Entertainment also included
daily shows by Zappo the
Clown, creative demonstrations in chainsaw artistry, a
stroll back in time through a
civil war encampment, and
face painting and crafting activities for kids.
The festival also featured
more than 100 juried arts
and crafts booths and an
additional 150 business
booths, providing everything from local honey to
hand-crafted home goods
and much more.
The pumpkin festival enticed fall-loving guests’ taste
buds with vendors offering
a range of pumpkin desserts
such as prize-winning pumpkin pies, pumpkin fudge, and
even pumpkin milkshakes.
Britany Miller can be
contacted at miller433@
marshall.edu.
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Marco reacts to the crowd’s approval after revealing his revamped classic look before kickoff Satuday, Oct. 5 at Joan C. Edwards Stadium.
By SHANNON STOWERS

THE PARTHENON
A new Marco was unveiled
to Thundering Herd fans Saturday prior to the kickoff of the
homecoming match-up versus
University of Texas San Antonio.
After five years of countless events, the current mascot
needed to be replaced and university officials decided that
nobody would be better to decide
the new look than the fans.

“Marco represents our fans
and they are the ones he is most
involved with,” Aaron Goebbel,
associate athletic director for
external affairs, said. “It’s magical when Marco shows up at an
event, and he always wants to
look his best.”
The Marco makeover comes after fans voted on social media for
their favorite version of the beloved mascot. Fans had the choice
between the Marco that has been

used the last five years, a Marco
that resembles a classic version
of the mascot or a mixture of the
two.
For two weeks during the summer, Herd fans were given the
chance to vote on Facebook for
their favorite costume. A total of
3,187 votes were cast and Herd
fans made it clear they wanted the
classic Marco back. The winning
costume collected 76 percent of
the votes with 2,424 votes.

Marco, whose name originated
from the first two letters of Marshall College in the 1950s, made
his first appearance as live mascot in 1954. Although his look
changed a little over the years,
fans fell in love with the friendly
looking bison. In 2008, Marco got
a major makeover, much to the
fans’ dismay. On Saturday, Herd
fans got their old Marco back.

made land mines, referred to by
the military as improvised explosive devices, or IEDs, are among
the top killers of Afghan and foreign soldiers and civilians. The
devices, along with the use of suicide bombers and insider attacks,
epitomize the stubborn effectiveness of the Taliban and related
militant groups, using low-cost,
low-tech weaponry often made
of little more than ball bearings
and fertilizer against some of the

world’s best-trained and most
technologically proficient armies.
After a dozen years of war, Afghanistan’s stubborn insurgency
shows little sign of weakening,
even as the public in the United
States and allied countries would
rather forget the drawn-out
conflict.
Although Washington has
vowed to continue training and
supporting Afghan security forces,
the lack of easily defined progress

after more than a decade has fueled NATO’s decision to withdraw
all foreign combat troops by late
2014. That has led to a lower foreign death count in recent years as
Afghans assume more responsibility for their nation’s defense.
But it also has pushed up the
death count among Afghan security forces _ and among civilians,
who have been killed in the crossfire or intentionally targeted as
the insurgency turns on anyone it
deems a supporter of the Afghan
government, including local officials, police and pro-government
tribal leaders.
According to the independent
website iCasualties.org, 110 U.S.
troops have died so far this year
out of 140 foreign military deaths
in Afghanistan, down from the
peak year of 2010, when 499 of
the 711 foreign military deaths

there were American. In total, the
site says, 3,389 foreign soldiers
have been killed in Afghanistan
since 2001, of whom 2,284 were
Americans.
The government in Kabul reports that more than 100 Afghan
police officers and soldiers have
died each week on average in
2013 as the insurgency redoubles
its efforts to regain territory, especially in southern and eastern
Afghanistan, during the pull-back
by foreign troops.
A United Nations report released in late July said Afghan
civilian casualties were up 23
percent in the first half of 2013,
placing most of the responsibility on militants’ use of roadside
bombings, armed assaults and
suicide attacks in populated areas.

See MARCO | Page 5

Bombing in Afghanistan kills 4 NATO troops, Taliban takes credit

By HASHMAT BAKTASH
and MARK MAGNIER

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
The Taliban claimed responsibility Sunday for a bombing in
southern Afghanistan that killed
four members of a NATO patrol,
reportedly Americans, on the eve
of the 12th anniversary of the U.S.led invasion.
Javid Faisal, a spokesman for the
governor of southern Kandahar
province, said the deaths occurred
when the international patrol was
on foot as part of a joint operation
with the Afghan army and a bomb
detonated around 3 a.m. In line
with its policy, NATO didn’t release
the nationalities, but Faisal said
they were Americans.
The Taliban issued a statement
describing the attack in considerable detail. It said foreign troops
were dropped by helicopter into

the area around 2 a.m., at which
point Taliban fighters detonated
10 improvised bombs. As NATO
troops rushed to tend their
wounded, two suicide bombers
detonated vests stored in a nearby
empty compound, the statement
said.
The militant group, which frequently exaggerates its claims,
said 30 people were killed or
wounded. NATO evacuated them
by helicopter and “body parts of
the invaders are still scattered
around the area,” it said, adding
that it recovered two assault rifles,
a rocket launcher and three pairs
of night-vision goggles.
Kandahar is the birthplace of
the hard-line Islamist movement
and is its traditional power base.
The bombing took place in the
province’s Zhari district.
Homemade bombs and locally

See BOMBING | Page 5
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No movement in
budget standoff,
but some hints at
how it could end

Ability to choose
wisely declines
with age, study
suggests

By DAVID LAUTER

By MONTE MORIN

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
Neither side in the standoff over the federal budget
showed signs of movement
Sunday as the shutdown of
government agencies moved
toward its second week, although both hinted at some
aspects of what a potential
deal eventually could look like.
Republicans and Democrats
have deadlocked over two related issues — funds to keep
government agencies running
and the need by Oct. 17 to raise
the limit on the government’s
ability to borrow money.
The government shutdown,
which began Oct. 1, has so
far had limited impact on the
economy, but economists have
warned that the damage will
mount as the closures drag on.
This week, the shutdown is
expected to begin hitting mortgage markets, for example.
Real estate industry officials
have said that home buyers
could start seeing delays or
loan cancellations because
the IRS and other government
agencies cannot respond to requests for documentation and
other paperwork needed to
close on loans.
Whatever the impact, however, the shutdown seems
unlikely to end for at least several more days — and quite
likely another week — as Congress and the White House
try to resolve the separate
standoff over the government’s borrowing limit. That
deadline has far more severe
consequences. If Congress
does not vote to increase the
debt ceiling, the government
could quickly be unable to pay
its debts. Most economists
and business leaders say such
a default could trigger another
financial crisis.
In interviews on Sunday
talk shows, both sides stuck
to talking points that they
have carefully honed over the
past several days: Republicans said they tried to entice
President Barack Obama into
negotiations, similar to those
that took place in 2011, over
what he would give them in
exchange for ending the shutdown and raising the debt
ceiling. Democrats insisted
that the GOP tactic, which they
liken to hostage taking, is illegitimate and that the House
must allow government agencies to reopen and pass a debt
ceiling increase before serious
negotiations can begin.
“The path we’re on leads to
a default on the government’s
debts,” House Speaker John
A. Boehner, R-Ohio, said on
ABC’s “This Week.”
“We’re not going to pass
a clean debt-limit increase,”
Boehner said, referring to an
increase without conditions,
which Obama and Senate
Democrats have insisted on. “I
told the president, there’s no
way we’re going to pass one.
The votes are not in the House
to pass a clean debt limit. And
the president is risking default
by not having a conversation
with us.”
Although some conservative
Republicans have downplayed the impact of a default,
Boehner told interviewer
George Stephanopoulos that
he agreed a default could
cause an economic crisis
worse than that of 2008.

See STANDOFF | Page 5

Moundsville prison
tops best-selling
author’s haunted list
By TANYA ABBETT

THE PARTHENON
The West Virginia Penitentiary in
Moundsville was placed on a best-selling author’s “Top 7 Haunted Places”
list on Huffington Post.
The author, Kami Garcia, has a new
novel, “Unbreakable,” which chronicles a secret society of ghost hunters.
The penitentiary in Moundsville is one
of the haunted locations featured in
the novel. It has also been featured on
television shows, such as Syfy’s “Ghost
Hunters,” ABC Family’s “Scariest
Places on Earth” and Travel Channel’s
“Ghost Adventures.”
The penitentiary first opened in
1876 and remained a functioning facility until 1995. Fires and prison riots
have occurred inside the historical
walls of the penitentiary, along with
the execution of over 100 prisoners
by hanging or electrocution. Now, the
penitentiary hosts tours for the public
throughout the year.
Cara Harvey, a junior majoring in
social work, said she would be interested in touring the penitentiary in
order to become less skeptical about
the paranormal.
“I would like to see if something
would happen to make me believe in
ghosts,” Harvey said.
Mindy Fink, a Proctorville resident,

MARK WASHBURN | CHARLOTTE OBSERVER (MCT)

Gothic battlements, top, tower over the old West Virginia Penitentiary, a 19th century
monolith once known as one of the nation’s most violent prisons, in Moundsville,
W.Va. Michael Parnicza, above, leads nightime ghost tours of the old West Virginia
Penitentiary and shines his flashlight on the isolation cells where the worst of the
worst convicts were housed.
said the history of the building makes
her want to tour the penitentiary, as well
as discovering the paranormal.
“Ultimately, it’s the history,” Fink
said. “It’s crazy thinking that they had
crammed so many people into the
cells, and all the stuff that happened
there from suicides to riots. I’m very
skeptical when it comes to spiritual
interaction. It’d be totally awesome
to experience some paranormal
activity.”
Daylight tours are available for people of all ages. Twilight tours, from 7 to
10 p.m., are available for people 12 and
older when accompanied by a parent

or guardian. Thriller Thursday tours, 9
p.m. to 12 a.m., are available for people 15 and older when accompanied
by a parent or guardian. Participants
over 18 have the option to go on the
Ghost Adventures tour, which includes
a 90-minute tour of the penitentiary
and an overnight stay in a prison cell.
Private group tours are also available.
Prices for each tour vary. More information can be found on the West
Virginia Penitentiary website, wvpentours.com.
Tanya Abbett can be contacted at
abbett@marshall.edu.

to require voters to show identification
before casting ballots and to gut the
state’s high speed rail program.
The tea party caucus was making its
first appearance at a state party convention, after launching a determined
effort to build its presence within the
party rather than either ally or attack
from the outside. But its outsider genes
were evident, as was its air of grievance.

Gov. Abel Maldonado.
“I ask myself, is this the Republican
party or have we now changed our
name to the Loser and Traitor Party?”
Meckler asked.
Donnelly warned Democratic Gov.
Jerry Brown against signing any measures that would restrict gun owners.
He recounted from memory the 2nd
Amendment; the crowd accompanied
him on the last line.
But Donnelly — who faces a steep
trajectory en route to a serious gubernatorial challenge — adopted a more
menacing tone as he wrapped up his
pitch.
“I’ll tell you what,” Donnelly said. “We
the people of this great state are going
to draw a line in the sand and we’re going to say we’re not going to be driven
off our property. We will not be driven
off our homes by anything. We are not
going to settle for government control
whether you’re trying to deprive us
of our guns or our private property.
We’re not having any, because we’re
Americans.”
Other tea party members who
crowded into a meeting room shared
his pointed approach. As the meeting
was about to begin, one woman commanded her colleagues standing along
the room’s perimeter: “Open the doors
so they can hear us,” she said.

Tea party supporters revel in role in government shutdown
By CATHLEEN DECKER

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Their partisans in Washington have
shut down the government and, as the
debt ceiling deadline nears, much of
the country a case of the shakes. But
these are heady times for the tea party.
“It’s amazing how we can be completely irrelevant and shut down
Congress at the same time,” one of the
movement’s early organizers, Mark
Meckler, said at a Saturday evening
gathering at the weekend state Republican party convention in Anaheim,
Calif.
Minutes earlier, Tim Donnelly, a former Minuteman border watch leader
who is the movement’s favored candidate for governor, rolled into the
meeting to a standing ovation from
nearly 200 tea party supporters.
“And they say the tea party is dead?”
he opened.
Not quite. The movement may not
have demonstrated electoral heft in
California yet — Republicans hold no
state offices and are outmanned in Sacramento and in Washington, and tea
party members can claim only some of
those seats.
But they made themselves heard
this past weekend. Members helped
push several resolutions during Sunday’s general session, including ones

“There’s been no place for people
who have been left out and left behind
to go,” Donnelly said, “besides the tea
party.”
On Saturday, before one of the
meetings of the three-day session,
Meckler blistered party leaders for
accepting donations from the SEIU
labor group and the prison guards
union. He also gleefully attacked past
state party chairman Ron Nehring
and the gubernatorial candidate for
whom Nehring is working, former Lt.
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LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
When it comes to making boneheaded choices,
teenagers usually win society’s award for overall poor
decision-making.
Yet a study published
recently in the journal Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences suggests
that the ability to make wise
choices changes over time, and
actually declines with old age.
In fact, the study found that
in certain situations, the decision-making ability of people
older than 65 was worse than
that of adolescents. While
teens were more apt to drive
carelessly, the study’s authors
argued that seniors were more
likely to make poor medical or
financial decisions.
The study involved 135 men
and women ages 12 to 90.
Each was assigned $125 and
then asked a series of lottery
questions. The questions were
designed to gauge risk aversion, consistency of thought
and rationality.
Seniors
“disturbingly”
chose irrational wager options 25 percent of the time,
according to the study. An example of an irrational choice
would be to bypass a sure gain
of $5 in favor of an ambiguous or risky choice to win the
same amount of cash.
By contrast, adolescents
chose irrational options 10
percent of the time, while
young and midlife adults
chose them only 5 percent of
the time.
Seniors were far more
cautious than the other age
groups when choosing between two possible cash
gains. If faced with the option
of receiving $5 for certain, or
a lottery that paid $20 with a
50 percent chance of winning,
seniors chose the $5.
When seniors faced a choice
between two losses, however,
such as losing $5 for certain
or choosing a lottery in which
they stood a 50 percent chance
of losing $20 or nothing, they
chose the riskier option with
the higher potential loss.
Seniors also lacked consistency, the study found. When
a certain question was asked
four times, seniors switched
their answers more than all
other age groups and roughly
twice as often as adults ages
21 to 50, the authors said.
The authors argued that
the pattern of decision-making among elder participants
in the study was not a function of illness or age-related
dementia. The 36 seniors
who participated were all
screened and determined to
be healthy.
Levy said the findings fall
in line with a growing body of
research that suggests older
adults make decisions detrimental to the wealth, health
and general well-being. For
instance, they generally borrow at higher interest rates,
incorrectly estimate property
values and pay more fees to
financial institutions.
The reason for such behavior remained a mystery, but
it did raise potential policy
issues, considering that seniors are more likely to fail
to choose health plans correctly and more likely to
make voting errors, the authors wrote.

See STUDY | Page 5
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Herd tramples Roadrunners, 34-10
By KARLYN TIMKO

THE PARTHENON
Another impressive performance is in the books for the
Marshall University Thundering Herd after its 34-10 win
over the University of Texas
at San Antonio Saturday afternoon. With 28,837 people
filling the Joan C. Edwards
Stadium for the homecoming
game, the Herd did not disappoint as it improved its record
to 3-2.
Despite the matchup between the top two offenses
in Conference USA, it was the
Marshall defense that took
control of the game. Two
turnovers in the first quarter, including a pick by Evan
McKelvey just minutes into
the game, gave the Herd overwhelming momentum right
from the beginning.
After just eight minutes,
the Herd was up 10-0. A 17-0
first quarter lead and a 24-3
lead at the half put the team in
pretty good shape.
After bouncing back from
the latest loss at Virginia Tech,
head coach Doc Holliday said
he was impressed with his
team’s performance.
“We talk about the plan
to win all the time, and it
starts with playing great defense,” Holliday said. “The
turnovers were huge and the
defense just keeps getting
better. Coach Heater and that

defensive staff did a tremendous job. Our guys have taken
coaching and we are so much
further along defensively. Just
look at the stats, they pretty
much speak for themselves.”
The Marshall defense allowed only 254 yards, which
is considerably less than the
Roadrunners’ 431 yards per
game average prior to their
arrival at the Joan. Constant
pressure on UTSA quarterback Eric Soza forced 16 failed
attempt passes, including
interceptions by Ra’Shawde
Myers and A.J. Leggett.
“Our goal was to try to play
our most complete game, and
we did just that,” Holliday
said. “We did a better job of
taking care of the football. If
we take care of the football,
we win.”
In 81 plays the offense
gained 404 total yards against
the Roadrunners with no
turnovers.
Quarterback Rakeem Cato
completed 22 of 32 passes for
two scores, including 17-yard
pass to Devon Johnson and
4-yard pass to Demetrius Evans.
Execution from the special
teams including a 55-yard
punt return by Devon Smith
and a 48-yard kick return by
Deandre Reaves put the Herd
in optimal positions. A perfect six for six game by kicker
Justin Haig also contributed to
the Herd’s success.

Cato said despite the
routine
achievement
of
his offense, he is especially excited about the
way his defense is playing.
“Right now the defense is
the strength of our team and
they’re showing it,” Cato said.
“When the offense slipped
up, the defense was good
enough to hold them. As an
offense we’ve got to keep
improving ourselves and
when the opportunities come
around, we’ve got to score the
touchdown.”
Taking advantage of each
opportunity is crucial at this
point, especially as the team
heads further into conference
play. With five games under
its belts, drastic strides in improvement and momentum on
their side, Holliday said he is
eager to put his team to the
test.
“Our boys have been working extremely hard, and we’re
going to need them all,” Holliday said. “It’s a long season.
We’ve got seven left, and we
need to get ready to go next
week.”
Doc and his team will hit the
road for their next challenge
against Florida Atlantic (2-4)
Saturday with the Herd looking for its second conference
win of the season.
Karlyn Timko can be contacted at timko@marshall.
edu.

PHOTOS BY RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

LEFT: Sophomore running back Kevin Grooms indicates a first down run against the UTSA Roadrunners
Saturday, Oct. 5 at Joan C. Edwards Stadium.
BELOW LEFT: Junior transfer linebacker Neville Hewitt dives to intercept a tipped pass in the first quarter
against UTSA. Both Herd interceptions in the first half came off of tipped passes.
BELOW RIGHT: Junior quarterback Rakeem Cato signals the offense at the line of scrimmage.

Volleyball finishes ‘Fight Like Softball picks up
Hal’ weekend with sweep two wins in fall ball
By MONTY GREEN

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University volleyball finished the Fight Like Hal
weekend at the Cam Henderson Center with a victory over
Louisiana Tech University and
a loss to Tulane University. The
Herd advanced to 3-1 in conference play and 9-10 overall
through solid execution and
consistency.
The Herd started out the
weekend with a loss Friday
against Tulane. Marshall
fell after three sets of intense back and forth play.
The Herd fought hard and
battled back from deficits
but the Green Wave proved
to be too much.
“Tulane had such quality, lots
of offense and defense efforts
to stay in match,” head coach
Mitch Jacobs said.
Marshall was able to rebound
Sunday in the second game,

and pulled out a victory in just
three sets against LA Tech.
The Herd had trouble with
set three until sophomore middle back Lauren Legge took the
floor. She totaled nine of the 25
points scored in the set leading
the team to victory.
“It was good coming off the
bench, I was able to keep it
rolling” Legge said. “[Sammie]
Bane set the ball properly and I
was able to get the kills.”
Legge was not the only player
who made an impact in the win
against LA Tech. Senior outside
hitter Laura Der led the team
through all three sets with a
total 16 kills, 12 digs and four
blocks.
“It seems that Sunday is Der’s
day,” Jacobs said.
The entire team played as a
whole, and that is what led to
the victory.
“We executed better in the
middle of the match, and had

good matchups,” Jacobs said.
Although volleyball was
played, the main objective
of the weekend was to raise
money for all-cancer awareness. The Herd and several
supporters came out to the
Cam wearing purple clothing to
show their support.
Before the first serve, Jacobs came out onto the floor
and gave a tribute UAB assistant coach Hal Messersmith
who died of colon cancer in
July.
The team raised funds
through a silent auction of
two autographed purple jerseys, and all profits will go
toward all-cancer awareness
and the cancer foundation.
“We fought for a bigger cause,
we’re fighting for a reason,”
Legge said.
Monty Green can be
contacted at green173@marshall.edu.

HERDZONE.COM
Marshall’s softball team finished the day with two wins on
Sunday. The Thundering Herd
came from behind to win in both
games, defeating Charleston 4-2
and Ohio Valley 5-1.
Two returnees of the Marshall lineup had two-run home
runs. Sophomore Kaelynn
Greene had an inside-the-park
homer that hit just inside the
left-field foul line and scored
freshman pinch runner Jenny
Brumfield. Senior Taylor Winton smashed her homer over
the left-field wall and scored
freshman pinch runner Jessica
Watts. In both instances, the
home runs gave the Herd the
lead that it never let up.
“It was great to see Taylor
Winton stepping up and hitting the ball hard today,” coach
Shonda Stanton said. “She
played well in the field and
behind the plate. With such

page designed and edited by WILL VANCE | vance162@marshall.edu

a young team we need that
leadership.”
In game one, Charleston
took a quick lead in the second
inning, when a double and hitby-pitch put runners on base
for the Golden Eagles immediately. After a ground ball to the
pitcher moved runners into
scoring position, back-to-back
squeeze bunts allowed them
to score, 2-0.
Morgan Zerkle was 2-for-3
and responsible for putting
Marshall’s first run of the
game on the board in the third
inning. After Greene’s in-thepark homerun gave Marshall
a 3-1 lead, the Herd scored
again in the sixth inning off a
single from Brumfield and did
not allow any Golden Eagles
cross the plate again, 4-2.
Ohio Valley took a 1-0 lead in
the first inning after two walks
and two hit-by-pitches allowed
a run to score in Game 2.

Back-to-back singles on
two outs from sophomore
Shaelynn Braxton and Katalin
Lucas forced a throwing error
that allowed a run to score and
the game to tie 1-1. After Winton’s two-run homer gave the
Herd a 3-1 lead, two doubles
and a Fighting Scot error from
Lucas and sophomore Raquel
Escareno pushed Marshall
ahead 5-1.
The Herd will return to action at the “Dot” Oct. 12, where
Marshall will host West Virginia State and West Virginia
Wesleyan.
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EDITORIAL

Caution neccessary when using antibiotics
In recent weeks, there’s been heavy discussion of the overuse of antibiotics due
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s categorization of drug-resistant
“superbugs” by threat level.
This is because there are more than 2
million cases a year of antibiotic resistant
infections and about 23,000 people die a
year because the current drugs cannot stop
their infections.
The discussion, however, is nothing new.
We’ve been warned for years about the overuse of antibiotics, but in light of the CDC’s
new system for categorizing the dangerous
superbugs it’s important we take note.
As a society, we have a growing dependence on antibiotics, but this dependence

is doing more harm than good. Despite the
warnings of how overuse will hurt us, doctors are still prescribing antibiotics at an
alarming rate.
Research from Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston suggests that
prescriptions of antibiotics for sore throat
and acute bronchitis are more common
than necessary.
More so than that, there’s an overabundance of antibiotics in livestock. Last week,
the CDC confirmed a link between the use of
antibiotics in livestock and the growing bacterial resistance.
The over use of antibiotics is especially
concerning for those in West Virginia. Earlier this year, the CDC released the results

of study that showed West Virginia had the
highest number of antibiotic prescriptions
in 2010.
If we’re not careful, we could soon
move into a post-antibiotic world. If we
continue to use antibiotics at the current
rate, we run the risk of destroying the
good bacteria that exist in our bodies and
making the bad bacteria resistant to our
efforts.
Antibiotics are often seen as a quick
fix for a vast array of medical concerns,
but often these concerns don’t require
medication. It’s urgent that we control
the amount of antibiotics we use, as well
as what is found in livestock, or we could
soon be without these resources.

MCT CAMPUS

NATIONAL EDITORIAL

No life on Mars just yet
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
In 1996, scientists thrillingly theorized that
a potato-size meteorite from Mars, discovered in Antarctica, could contain evidence
that life had once existed on the Red Planet.
Life on Mars!
That pronouncement provoked a burst of
exuberance at NASA and ... a volley of skepticism from outside scientists.
One way to approach the question: Send a
probe to Mars and sniff around for methane
and other elements that could indicate life
could still exist there or had once existed.
Enter Curiosity, the Mars probe that nailed
its landing on the planet’s surface in August
2012.
Since then, Curiosity, the most advanced
machine ever dispatched to another planet,
has been trundling across the Martian surface
with its laser, drill and soil scooper, carefully
seeking signs to answer a key question: Did
Mars ever have an environment that could
support life as we understand it? The rover
did find traces of water in soil that it spent
weeks analyzing. And it turned up a volcanic
rock that suggests Mars is a lot more geologically similar to Earth than previously thought.
But on the tantalizing question of life on Mars
right now, we’re sorry to say that Curiosity has

come up empty on the methane hunt. So far, the
Red Planet is more like the Dead Planet. There
are no strong signs that microscopic life, or any
other kind, thrives on Mars.
Disappointing? Sure.
But Curiosity’s chief scientist, John Grotzinger, tells us the rover’s mission has been
a success. “We’re excited that all of our
science instruments worked,” he says. “All
things being equal, sure it would be nice
to find lots of methane on Mars. But that’s
what you get.”
The rover’s failure to find evidence of
methane doesn’t mean that life never existed on Mars. Many scientists believe Mars
went through a wet and warm period in its
early years, about 3 1/2 billion years ago,
and that some forms of life could have existed. In March, an analysis of a rock sample
drilled by Curiosity near an ancient stream
bed prompted scientists to declare that Mars
could have supported microbes in the ancient
past.
OK, OK, we’re a long way from the sentient (and menacing) Martians in “War of the
Worlds” here. But we say, let’s keep looking.
Let’s not lose sight of the amazing fact that
there is a rover ... on Mars .. telling us new stuff
about the planet, dismantling old theories,

launching new ones. Dreams of life on Mars,
tamped down for now, still smolder in our scifi-stoked imaginations.
How else to explain the hundreds of thousands of people from around the world who
have applied, via a nonprofit organization
called Mars One, to colonize the Red Planet
starting in 2023? Yes, hundreds of thousands.
You can check out their reasons on the mission website, mars-one.com. Ultimately,
four astronauts will be chosen to be among
the first group of pioneers, according to the
website. Warning: It’s a one-way trip. You get
there. You stay there.
We’d advise potential adventurers not to
sell their worldly possessions just yet. There’s
the technological hurdle of ferrying people
on the 154-million-mile journey safely. And
shelter will be a challenge: Temperatures
on Mars rarely rise above freezing; at night,
you’ll shiver in minus-100 Celsius. No wonder
that among the characteristics that Mars One
seeks in prospective settlers are these: “You
are at your best when things are worst ... You
have a ‘can do!’ attitude.”
Curiosity has kindled a new Mars fever. The
exploration is far from over. Maybe there’s
no life on Mars now. But one day, we imagine
there will be. Human life.
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YOU CAN BE HERD
What are you most looking forward
to for the month of October?

What did you think of the series
finale of Breaking Bad?

The Maize at Cooper Farms
The Pumpkin House
Halloween

It was everything I hoped for. 57%
It left a lot to be desired.
3%
I didn’t watch it.
40%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

COLUMN

Congress teetering on the edge
By CHRISTINE M. FLOWERS

PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS (MCT)
It occurs to me that the scenario in D.C. is very much like
an episode of “Breaking Bad.”
First and foremost, we
have the addicts, and their
drug of choice is power. Be
they liberal or conservative,
Democrat or Republican, our
representatives in Congress
are overdosing on arrogance
and hubris. There’s Harry Reid,
the Brigham Young of the Potomac who is inspired by God
(or Obama, same difference)
and knows that his way is the
right one.
There’s John Boehner, the indecisive Hamlet from Ohio who
can’t decide whether to satisfy
the moderate old guard or
yield to the aggressive young
Tea Party Turks (jerks?) of his
party. So he just retreats into
a haze of whatever it is that he
regularly smokes.
There is the president himself, pining for a date with
Iran’s new mullah while spurning the advances of the GOP. He
definitely needs a little hit of
ecstacy, poor thing.
There is Ted Cruz, proud citizen of Texas and Toronto who
hangs out in his own personal
Alamo with Davey Crocket and
Dr. Suess. The fellow has had a
few too many at the D.C. Saloon.
There is Nancy Pelosi, desperately trying to become
relevant again, while in the
meantime fitting in a few Botox
sessions. She’s lucky it’s not a
controlled substance or the
poor thing’s face would be on
the House floor.
These are the users and
dopers and losers who look
upon the rest of us as idiots,
completely uncaring of the effect their habits have on their
constituents. While some on
the right and left are convinced
that their people are the righteous ones, the truth is that
every single member of Congress unwilling to look at the
bigger picture and compromise
— even a tiny bit — is akin
to that addicted family member who takes and takes and
doesn’t care who he hurts in
the process.
Then we have the people
who create the drugs, the
manufacturers who provide
the supply that the users crave.
Here is Heisenberg aka Aetna,

Blue Cross, and their greedy
colleagues.
The insurance companies
that feed on the consumer, raising their premiums and co-pays
and deductibles at the mere
thought of having to provide
“universal coverage” feed the
fix of the power-drunk. They
lobby and curry favor with our
addicted politicos, sending that
stream of money and power
into their craving limbs. Instead
of caring about the welfare of
those who have helped the insurance companies exist for lo
these many years, the dutiful
middle class insured who never
fail to pay a premium and are
responsible enough not to run
to the emergency room for every sneeze and sniffle, they stab
us in the back by sending letters
to the poor hapless sheeple.
And they make out Obama to be
a liar because, no, we will not
be able to keep our preferred
doctors and no, we will not be
able to maintain our reasonable
plans and no, we will not be
able to avoid those calamitous
co-pays. No, my friends, we are
cooked. Like meth.
We have some good guys out
there, the DEA agent Hanks of
the scenario who try and bring
the black hats to justice, people
who refuse to undermine the
legitimate political process
and won’t tie the budget to defunding an admittedly flawed
bill. They prefer getting the
law delayed, to give Congress
a chance to iron out the fatal
defects like an abominable individual mandate, but don’t
like the idea of playing games
with the American people who
will suffer from shuttered offices and suspended service.
Unfortunately, we saw what
happened to Hank, who ended
up in a desert grave.
As a person who always believed that our representatives
stood for something greater
than their own petty selves,
I am disgusted by the havoc
wrought by our addicted, illicit
crew. Those purists on either
side who say they are preserving the Constitution and our
system of checks and balances
are having brutal delusions
brought on by a build-up of
hallucinogenics, the kind that
lead us to believe the other guy
is evil and we are the keepers
of virtue.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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Clockwise from top left:
Andi Williamson waves to the crowd as the 2013
Marshall softball team is recognized for its
Conference USA Championship. Williamson went
25-13 with a 1.50 ERA as the Herd’s ace last season.
Junior wide receiver Jazz King celebrates with
fans after the Herd takes the win over the UTSA
Roadrunners on Saturday, Oct. 5.
The Marching Thunder drum line marches in the
2013 homecoming parade in downtown Huntington
on Saturday, Oct. 5.
Sophomore running back Steward Butler (right)
celebrates a big play with junior tight end Devin
Johnson.
The Marshall University Dance Team performs with
the Marching Thunder in the 2013 homecoming
parade Saturday, Oct. 5.
Miss West Virginia, Chelsea Welch, takes part in the
2013 homecoming parade Saturday, Oct. 5.

BOMBING

Continued from Page 1

STANDOFF

Continued from Page 2

Boehner sought to lay the
blame for the deadlock on
Obama. “The American people
expect in Washington, when
we have a crisis like this, that
the leaders will sit down and
have a conversation,” he said. “I
told my members the other day,
there may be a back room somewhere, but there’s nobody in it.”
On the Democratic side,
Treasury Secretary Jack Lew,
appearing on several shows,
repeated the administration’s
position that the precedent set in
2011, of one side being willing to
risk a government default to win
a policy argument, was “a very
dangerous turn in the political
debate” that the White House is
determined not to repeat.
“Congress needs to do its job.
They need to open the government; they need to make us so we

MARCO

Continued from Page 1
“It’s about time,” Patrick Donovan, a Marshall University professor
and avid Herd fan, said. “It seems
like the real Marco is back. We used
to call the old Marco ‘Farco’ because
he was like a fake Marco.”
Corey Woomer, a senior in
the Regents Bachelor of Arts
Program, echoed Donovan’s
thoughts. He was happy to see a
Marco unveiled Saturday that resembled the classic Marco.
“It reminds me a lot of the
old Marco,” Woomer said. “It’s
not identical, but it’s close
enough for me to like it.”

can pay our bills. And then we need
to negotiate,” Lew said on CNN’s
“State of the Union.”
The Republican position is “dangerous” and “reckless,” Lew said.
For now, each side is testing
the other’s resolve and also trying to gauge public reaction. In
addition, Boehner has the difficult task of finding a solution
that doesn’t widen an alreadydeep split within Republican
ranks between the Tea Partydriven faction that pushed the
party into the current standoff
and less fervent members who
fear the consequences.
In the ABC interview,
Boehner hinted at one step
that some other Republicans
have said is likely — an end,
for now, to the party’s demands
for changes in Obama’s healthcare law. Boehner conceded on
the program that he had not
wanted to make Obamacare the
Dr. Allen Young played Marco
during the first half Saturday.
Young played Marco in the early
1990s and won the National
Mascot Championship in 1992.
With Young playing his awardwinning role and a new Marco
that closely resembled the ones
from the 90s, Herd fans were
feeling nostalgic.
“I think this Marco captures
some of our past history,” Donovan said.
The new Marco costume was
designed and created by Dale Morton Studios in Hurricane, W.Va.
Shannon Stowers can be
contacted at stowers44@marshall.edu.

focus of the spending debate,
but had been dragged into the
fight by the party’s tea party
wing.
“I’m not going to raise the
debt limit without a serious
conversation about dealing
with problems that are driving
the debt up. It would be irresponsible of me to do this,” he
said. In detailing those problems, he skipped any mention
of the health law, focusing, instead, on Medicare and Social
Security, the programs that
he had sought to cut back on
during previous, unsuccessful
“grand bargain” negotiations
with Obama.
“Let’s look at what’s driving
the problem — 10,000 babyboomers like me retiring, every
single day. 70,000 this week.
3.5 million this year. And it’s
not like there’s money in Social
Security or Medicare,” he said.

STUDY

Continued from Page 2
“The decrease in consistency and rationality may be
due to a general reduction in
cognitive function, which occurs even in healthy aging,
although we were surprised
that it is so extreme,” Levy
said.
“As for the risk preferences,
it may be that as they are getting closer to the end of their
life, people assume that it is less
likely for uncertain events to
actually happen to them, which
drives them to take less risks
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“We know these programs are
important to tens of millions of
Americans. But if we don’t address the underlying problems,
they are not sustainable.”
In the budget he offered to
Congress this year, Obama suggested trims in both programs
that he would accept, but only
in exchange for ending some
tax preferences for upper-income Americans that the White
House calls loopholes. Republicans have refused to accept any
new tax increases.
Whether that set of issues
provides an easier path for
compromise remains unclear.
Previous negotiations on those
issues have gone nowhere.
But, as Sen. John Cornyn, RTexas, noted on CBS’ “Face
the Nation,” although neither
side has moved so far, once
talks start, “things can move
quickly.”
with gains but more risks with
losses,” Levy said. “But that is
pure speculation. More research
is needed to understand these
phenomena.”

The war’s 12th anniversary
also marked the end of the registration period for candidates
in April’s presidential elections
– the first independent vote organized by the country without
direct foreign help _ which could
shape the direction of the country and its relations with other
countries. By Sunday’s deadline,
nearly 20 hopefuls reportedly
had submitted their names.
Among those running to succeed President Hamid Karzai are
several political heavyweights,
including a former defense minister, a former foreign minister,
several former warlords, a few
political outsiders and technocrats, and Karzai’s brother.
Ethnic divisions, deep-seated

rivalries,
rapidly
shifting
alliances, corruption and patronage are prominent features
of Afghanistan’s political landscape. Afghanistan’s population
of 31 million is about 42 percent Pashtun, 27 percent Tajik,
9 percent Hazara and 9 percent
Uzbek, with the remaining 13
percent from smaller groups.
The Taliban, which has condemned the April 5 election and
called on citizens to boycott the
polls, is predominantly Pashtun.
The number of NATO troops
in the country has dropped
quickly in recent months and
is now less than 100,000;
about half of them are from the
United States. Foreign forces
are expected to fall to about
50,000 by February, of which
approximately 31,000 would
be Americans.
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BOX OFFICE

1. "Gravity" | $55.5 million

|

|

7. "Baggage Claim" | $4.12 million

3. "Runner Runner" | $7.6 million

8. "Insidious: Chapter 2" $3.88 million

4. "Prisoners" | $5.7 million

9. "Pulling Strings" | $2.5 million

5. "Rush" | $4.41 million

10. "Enough Said" | $2.15 million
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“ IT TAKES A LONG TIME
TO BECOME YOUNG.
”

6."Don Jon" | $4.16 milion

2. "Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs"
$21.5 million
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– Pablo Picasso

HOMECOMING 2013
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
Members of the 2013 Homecoming Court are
presented at midfield of Joan C. Edwards Stadium
after winners McKenzie Cooley and Derek Ramsey
are crowned Saturday, Oct. 5.
The new face of the Herd mascot, Marco, is revealed
during the pregame show of the homecoming game
at Joan C. Edwards Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 5.
The Thundering Herd enters Joan C. Edwards
Stadium to face the University of Texas at San
Antonio Roadrunners on Saturday, Oct. 5.
Groups from Marshall University’s campus and from
the Huntington community participated in this year’s
Mardi Gras-themed homecoming parade Saturday,
Oct. 5.
Fans gathered at Joan C. Edwards Stadium to watch
the Herd defeat the UTSA Roadrunners 34-10 on
Saturday, Oct. 5.
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